Book review
Very few bird species managed to excite so much emotion and attention in the second half of the 20th century as the peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus. The almost film-like account of the rapid world-wide drop in the peregrine population and people's subsequent attempts to preserve it is familiar enough for this reviewer not to have to go into all the details of the reasons for its endangerment (especially the use of DDT and persecution by humans), nor to focus on interesting aspects of the bird's biology. What I want to do here is present an impressive publication produced by the well-known American ornithological protection organization, the Peregrine Fund in Boise, Idaho. This book originally came out in 2003, but even so I think it is still worthy of note today, because it is not so much about the peregrine itself, but rather about the people in the North American continent (and in Greenland) who have tried (successfully) by applying conservation measures to save this majestic species. Each important area of distribution in this continent is given several pages of presentation. Accompanied by a wealth of photographic material (including historical photographs), the text mainly presents the people in this part of North America (the USA and Canada) who have devoted themselves to saving the peregrine falcon. In addition to the two chief editors Tom J. Cade and William Burnham, several dozen other co-authors have contributed to this extensive work, presenting their successes in protecting the peregrine in various parts of the continent (e. g. the Rocky Mountains, California, Canada, the Midwest, Alaska, Greenland). Part of the book also focuses on the falcon's migration behaviour, making use of a great deal of data originating from the catching and ringing of falcons from this part of the world. The great contribution made towards the preservation of the peregrine by falconers themselves is acknowledged in a separate, exhaustive chapter of the book. There are very interesting articles describing the roles of individual people, private conservation organizations and state bodies for nature conservation in the USA. The closing section of the book consists of a wide-ranging survey of the literature dealing with the preservation of the peregrine, a list of the contributing authors with their addresses, an overview of all the cited reference sources, and an index. This book truly presents a shining example of tenacity and teamwork (as the sub-title states), without which it would not have been possible to save the almost defunct population of peregrine falcons from extinction. What can I say in conclusion? The editors and co-authors deserve to be congratulated for this book. It is an impressive publication which must be recommended to everyone who is interested in this bird species, whichever part of the world they are from. Unhappily there exist (or strictly speaking used to exist) dozens of other animal species which have not had such good fortune, and the prospects for the future from the world-wide point of view are not particularly encouraging either. 
